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A Letter from a Souldier 
To THE 

Commons of England, 

Occaſioned by an AbpR Ess, Oc. 


UT before I examine it particularly, I will take notice of 
| ſome Diſcourſe I entertained with one of the principal Men 
who promoted it, who endeavoured to prevail with me to 
ſign it. 1 told him this might be conſtrued an Appeal to 
the King againſt his Commons, without whoſe Conſent 
they could have no Relief, and therefore I thought it very im- 
prudent to give them ſo juſt occaſion of Offence : That I beliey- 
ed it would not be very acceptable to his Majeſty, and I was ſure 
not agreeable to ſo many Loyal Expreſſions in it, to endeavour to 
ſow any Diſſenſion betwixt Him and his People, at a Time too when 
there is need of their greateſt Unanimity. Beſides, I thought 
his Majeſty had Matters of too great Importance in agitation, to buſy 
himſelf about their trifling Grievances ; and therefore it was my Opi- 
nion that it would be moſt adviſeable for them to apply to the Houſe 
to redreſs the Severities (if any) in the Act; and if there were any 
Fault in the Adminiſtration, to exhibit Articles againſt the Truſtees. 
I was anſwered, that this would be owning the Right of the Parlia- 
ment to govern Ireland; and that this is the true Reaſon, appears from 
the whole Caſt and Turn of the Addreſs, where in three ſeveral Para- 
graphs their Dependance is exprelly limited to the Crown of England, 
as it were on purpoſe to exclude the Lords and Commons from having 
any thing to do with them. And I aſſure your Honours, theſe are 
the deepeſt Politicks of our Climate. 
. 2 ! 
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 Fwonder at theſe thoughtleſs Stateſmen, who can imagine that the 
People of England, who have conquered and reduced Ireland in above 


forty Wars at their own Expence, and with a loſs of near a Million of 
thei mn, that have almoſt peopled the Country, and have 
and muſt continually ſupport it with their Fleets and Armys, ſhould: 


have no other Aim in this, than to give a ig of their Officers good 
Eſtates, and people a new Country with their Fellow- Subjects, who 
from that time were to be Independent, and not ſubject to the Legiſ- 
lative Power of England, but ſhould be a diſtinct State governed in- 
tirely by its own Laws, and might carry on what Trades and Manu- 
factures they. pleaſed, even to the Ruin of their Mother Country. 


This is a Conceit worthy, of the Place fromwhence it comes: If theſe 
Gentlemen had any experience in the Affairs of the World, or were 
_ acquainted with Hiſtory, they would know. that no Nation ever ſent 
out their.own People (which are their Strength and Treaſure) either 


to plant Colonies, or in Armys to conquer Countrys, but for the be- 
nefit of their Mother Country, who have always made them ſubſervi- 
ent to it; and; the Adventurers have thought themſelves ſu 


Colonies and Conqueſts, without pretending to an Independency. 


Some of theſe worthy Perſons ſay that Ireland was not Conquered by. 


the Parliament of England, but by the King, to whom they own Subjecti- 


on: Which is as much as to ſay that a King of England, at the Head of 
an Engliſh Army paid by Engliſh-Mony, can Conquer for. himſelf and 
not for the Kingdom, which is an Abſurdity I ſhall not think reaſona- 


ble to anſwer. 


Others ſay they don't affect an Independency of England, for they o n 


they are dependent upon the Crown; which, whether they know it or 


no, is no dependance at all upon England, for it amounts to no more 
han their having the ſame King, and ſo has Scotland, Breda; the Princi- 
pality of Orauge; and in this ſenſe England may be called Dependent on 
Ireland. There neither is nor can in nature be any Dependency of one 
Nation properly ſpeaking on another, unleſs it be ſubject to its Laws, 
elſe it lies in their Power to be independent when they pleaſe. Suppoſe 
the King and Parliament of Feland tepeal Poyning's Law, where then 

is their Dependency? What if King James when he was upon the - 
Throne had by the Conſent of a Popiſh Parliament in Ireland alienated © 
the Kingdom, muſt all the Blood and Treaſure we have ſpent there be 


quite throwa away? 
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Well, but the worſt Objection comes at laſt, which is that Ireland ' 


was never Conquered at all; and this is a home one, though I dare ſay 


never heard of in England till Mr. Molineauæ broacht it. And who 


do we hear it from now? not from the Iri/þ and old Proprietors; for 
they both ſee and feel they have been Conquered with a Witneſs ; but 
this Objection comes from your own Countrymen, whoſe Anceſtors 
have been ſent over in your Armys to ſubdue the Natives, and reward- 
ed with great Poſſeſſions, who have grown Rich and Powerful under 


your Protection, and lately when they were driven out of their Coun- 


try by a Force they were not able to reſiſt, were hoſpitably entertain- 


ed by you, and by your Power reſtored to their Eſtates and Religion; 
and theſe very Men, as they have made uſe of your Power to ſubdue 
the 1ri/h, they now ſet up a Title in the Iriſh againſt your Authority, 
and would aſſume to themſelves all the Advantage of the Conquelts 


you have-made. ” 5 | 
They muſt be very happy Men who can have ſo Comfortable an Ima- 
gination, and *tis pity to deprive them of it. | 


Strange, that a ſmall Colony not yet weaned from its Mothers 
Ik, ſhould affect Deſigns of 
Empire! But what greatneſs of Soul has produced in other Countrys, 


Breaſts, that can't ſubſiſt without its firſt Mi 


want of Thought does in them. - 


A Handful of People, beſet with ſeven times the Number of Iriſh 
who are their mortal Enemies, yet to aſſume all things to themſelves, 
and at the ſame time pretend to an Independency of England, againſt: 
_ Whoſe Power, and without whoſe Power they cannot ſubſiſt one 


moment! 


But your Honours very well know your own Authority, you can 


compel their Obedience, and contemn their Scolding. 


I remember a Story of Oliver Cromwel, when a Shentleman of Wales 
came up to Court to ee his Highneſs, one in the Country had 


ſpoken very diſreſpectfully of him, he firſt asked if he was a Man of 


any Conſideration; and being anſwered that he was a very inſignificant 
Fellow, he then deſired to know the Complaint, and after ſome © 
Apology for the Indecency of ſpeech, he was told that the Man ſaid 
bis Highneſs might kiſs his — To which he replyed, Go home and. 


tell him that he may kiſs mine. 


Having given your Honours an account of the general Deſign of this 
ERKNemonſttance, I will now examine it particularly, and ſhew it to be 


as falſe as it is ridiculous. The Title is as follows: 


4 


To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, The Humble Addreſs of the Nobi- 


tity, Fuftices of the Peace, Grand Jury, Clergy, Gentlemen, Fre eholders of 
the County of Dublin, Cc. FT 1 | 


Here is a very Pompous Title, and one wonld think by it that the 
whole City of Dublin, or at leaſt all of any Conſequence in it had approv- 
ed of this Addreſs, and Signed it; but it is ſo much otherwiſe, that moſt 


of the Nobility, and Privy Counſellors, all the Biſhops, Judges, and 
Eminent Lawyers, together with moſt of the conſiderable Gentry, 
have directly refuſed to Sign it; and many of thoſe that have done it, 
excuſe themſelves by ſaying they did not know what it was, and that 


they Signed it meerly out of good Fellowſhip : and indeed they were ſo 


much put to it to get Hands, that amidſt their Proteſtant Freeholders 
they were content to accept an Ir;/h Papiſt, who unluckily had only a 
Leaſe for Years ; which one of the Company being Scandalized 


at, ſaid he would not Sign it unleſs to the Words Proteſtant Freehol- 


ders, they would make this amendment, (viz.) and one Papift : This 
being the Caſe, was thought ſo reaſonable by others of the Company, 
that a wiſe Debate aroſe about it; ſome were for adding the Words, 
and others for ſtriking out his Name: And after a very ſolemn Diſ- 


pute learnedly maintained on both ſides, which was moſt reſpectful to 
his Majeſty, an Interlineation or a Razure, the prevailing Opinion was 


to ſtrike out his Name, and ſo it ſtands to this Day. 


Next follows the Introduftion. 


Y OUR Majeſty's moſt Faithful and Loyal Subjects, the Proteſtants of this 
1 your Kingdom of Ireland, hing under ſuch Preſſures by means of the 
late Aci of Reſumption, and of the Execution thereof, that they apprehend the 
Ruin of the Proteſtants of your Kingdom, (who bave all of them to the utmoſt 
of their Power, been moſt forward and Zealous for your Majeſty's Intereſt, 
and inſtrumental in Reducing your Kingdom to its Dependance upon the 
Crown of England) muſt be the unavoidable Conſequence of the Execution 
of that AF, do bumnbly fly to your Majeſty's Protection, and pray that your 
Alajeſty, the Reſtorer of their Religion, Rights and Liberties, would once 
again be pleaſed to take their diſtreſſed Condition into your Princely Conſide- 
ration; and by ſuch Methods as to your Majeſty jhall ſeem moſt Expedient, 


and their preſent Circumſtances, and the Juſtice of their Cauſe do require, 


apply ſuitable Remedies to the ſevere Burden under whic they he. Ti ” we 
Eo plorable 
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plorable Condition of very many Familys, who always haue adbered firmly to 
the Intereſt of your Majeſty and the Crown of England, and the General 
Diſcouragement that Act has given to the Proteſtant Intereſt of your Kingdom, 
conſtrain us with all Humility to lay before your Majeſty that the Act being 
entirely framed and paſſed inEngland, the real truth of our late Circumſtances 
could not be known : Hence we have reaſon to Complain, 8 
All that is obſervable in this (beſides its being by the whole Fexture 
of it an Appeal to his Majeſty againſt his People, and in two ſeveral 
places a Confinement of their Dependance to the Crown of England) 
is their ſetting forth the Kingdom to be in a Wretched and Deplorable 
Condition. One who knew nothing, of the matter, would think by 
theſe and other Expreſſions ſeattered up and down in the Addreſs, that 
without ſome immediate Cordial they were unavoidably gone. But 
I aſſure your Honours the Caſe is not ſo deſperate, for the Kingdom is 
in a better Condition than before the War: The Rents of Lands are 
higher, and the Purchaſe dearer, the Produce of their Lands notwith- 
ſanding they have had plentiful Years is almoſt as dear as in England; 
the Exciſe and Cuſtoms increaſe ; even ſince the Truſtees came over the 
Rents have viſibly improved; and univerſally there is a greater appear- 
ance of Riches in their Coaches, Cloaths, Equipage and Furniture of 
their Houſes. | Nay, what is amazing to ſee, they have ſuch a viſible 
Increaſe of Riches and Power, that the very laſt Summer near three 
hundred Houſes were built in Dublin upon new Foundations, a great 
many of which are fit for Perſons of any Quality: And im all Probabi- 
lity as many more will be built next Year, great Quantitys of Ground 
being laid out- for that purpoſe. And at the time they thus abound in 
Wealth and Luxury, they pay no Taxes, beſides the King's ordinary 
Revenue, when their Protectors are loaded with fifteen or ſixteen 
Millions of Debts, and every Year pay Conſtant Land Taxes ; ſo lit- 
tle Reaſon have they to complain. . 
| The Firſt Article in the Addreſs. | 
_ Viz. That the Perſons who receive any Benefit or Favour by this AF, are 
the Papiſts of this Kingdom, and among them principally thoſe who to the laſt 
_ oppoſed their Majeſties Arms and Intereſt ; and beſides many other particular 
Favours to Iriſh Papiſts, all tboſe who by their Majeſties Grace obtained Re- 
ver ſal of their Outlawries, have the benefit of thoſe Reverſals confirmed to 
them, and are by this 4G reſtored, as well to their Eſtates as to their Blood, 
— _ of the Grants made to the Proteſtants, are by the ſaid Ad reaſ- 
umed. | | 
_ The Seventh Article being of the ſame nature, I will inſert it here, 
and anſwer them both together, The. 


ay 
L | . iViz. That the whole Scheme of the Ad, and the manner of the execution 
Ci of it, depreſſes and diſcountenances the Proteſtant Intereſt of this Kingdom, 
be Ef- 
| fects of it, muſt always be apprehenſive, but more particularly now when the 
i . Papiſts throughout the whole Nation, by the Inſolence of their Behaviour, 
9 | ſhow, That the acknowledging the pretended Prince of Wales by the French 
Ut King, or ſome other Dependance, have raiſed their Expectation to a great 
height. | 75 85 
Obſerve, moſt Noble Senators, obſerve their Gratitude for your re- 
ceiving them when they were Exiles, clothing them when they were 
if : 
| 
| 


and incourages the Papiſts; of the danger of which we wbo have felt t 


Naked, and at laſt reſtoring them to their Eſtates at your own Ez. 
pence. Now they charge you with favouring thoſe very Papiſts you | 
have vanquiſhed, and particularly ſuch who moſt oppoſed bis Majeſty's | 
Arms. You are charged that you have made an 44. the whole Scheme | 
. of which was, to depreſs and diſcountenanee the Proteſtant Religion, and in- 
courage the Papiſts. But the beſt of it is, tho their Malice is great, 
their Power is ſmall, and they are eaſily overthrown in their Ground- 
work: I challenge them to tell me one Part of the Act that diſtinguiſhes 
4 in favour of the Papiſts; and I do affirm, that the Act in no part of it 
| | confirms the Reverſals of the Outlawries, tho they poſitively here aſ- 
| ſert, That all thoſe who by his Majeſty's Grace, obtained the Reverſal of 
their Outlawries, bave the benefit of thoſe Reverſals confirmed to them, aud 
are by this AG reſtored, as well to their Eſtates as to their Blood. Nay, this 
Act is fo far from favouring the Papiſts, that by the Clauſe that turns 
Eſtates Tail into Fees (as I have been informed by ſome of the Truſ- 
tees) Twenty thouſand Pounds per Annum is taken from them, and 
not one hundred from the Proteſtants; and I am apt to believe they 
lie under one Diſadvantage further by this Act, that they do not know 
how to place their Mony ſo beneficially as formerly. | 
I am unwilling to believe that our Addreſſors meant nothing by 
theſe two Articles, and therefore think it probable that the Favour 
they have complain'd of is, that the Act has given the Papiſts, as well as \\ 
Proteſtants, a Right to claim all that is due to them in Law or Equity; y | 
which is a Favour indeed, ſince many of them could not get it before, | 
tho they honeſtly paid for it. ” 


Pardon me ( moſt Grave and Wiſe Repreſentatives of your 
Country) that amidſt the great Aﬀairs which now imploy 
| your Counſels, I preſume to lay this humble Addreſs at your Feet. 
| . 


8 | 7 9 ) | =. 
am - ſenſible neither my Education nor Profeſſion, qualify me for 
this ſort of Combate,; but as the dumb Man could not avoid 
ſpeaking . when he ſaw the Sword at his Father's Throat, ſo when 
not only that Proviſion appointed by your Honours for payment of our 
Arrears, is attempted to be rifled from us, but your Juſtice is libelled, 
your Authority diſowned ; when you are addreſſed againſt to your 
King, and charged with favouring Popery, and diſcountenancing the 5 
Proteſtant Religion, and this for no other reaſon, but becauſe you fk 
have applied the forfeited Lands of Ireland to the payment of thoſe © | 
 'Debts contracted for the reducing it, and reſtoring thofe very Men to 
ui Eſtates, who have now the audacious Inſolence and Folly to miſ- | 
repreſeat you and your Proceedings: I ſay, when I ſee this, I cannot 
avoid ſhewing that. juſt Reſentment and Indignation which becomes. an 
_ Engliſh Man and lover of his Country. 7 Om its 
Your Honours mult needs be ſenſible what we have done and ſuffer- 
ed for it; we have born all the Miſeries and Fatigues of War, with 
a Conſtancy, Courage, and Fidelity, equal to any in Hiſtory, at the 
ſame time when we had near half of our Pay detained from us, and 
the other paid us in Tallies, which we were forced to ſell at Twenty, 
Thirty, and ſometimes Fifty per Cent. diſcount. One whole Campagn 
we ſerved without any Pay at all, and not ſo much as repined at it; 
inſomuch that many of us have ſpent our private Fortunes in the Pub- 
lick Service, and have nothing left but Scars, and the Hopes of having 
our Arrears paid by Lands in Ireland. 1 mean not by this to complain 
of our Uſage, for I very well know the Publick Neceſſities made it un- 
avoidable; and am ready again to ſpend a tattered Life in his Maje- 
ſty's and my Country's Cauſe, tho without any Pay at all: But when 
our Intereſt does not come in competition with the Publick, but a few 
private Men, who by Rapine and Oppreſſion have raiſed themſelves 
on a ſudden to great Eſtates, and like Muſhrooms ſprung up in a Night, 
then I may preſume to ſay, Juſtice and Compaſſion both plead for us, 
and we hope your Honours will think us Objects of -yaur tendereft 
= Conlideration. . 3 5 
3 We are very ſenſible if we loſe this Fund, how little Probability 
| there is of getting another, at a Time when the Nation is entering in- 
to the greateſt, molt juſt and neceſſary War that ever they undertook, 
and the utmoſt Taxes they can raiſe will hardly be ſufficient to carry it 
on; and therefore we hope your Honours will not leſſen that Security 
you have given us, when we have waited already fo many Years for 
what we purchaſed with our Blood and Toil, have received no —_ 
| B re 
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reſt for what was due to us, and even now are forced' to ſell our De- 
bentures for half their Value. We think we Have à ſort of natura! 


Right to theſe Forfeitures; they are but the Plunder of the Field, and 
of Right belong to the Conquerors. In the many Rebellions in this 
Kingdom, the forfeited Lands have been always divided amongſt the 
Souldiers : Not only the Engliſh Conſtitution, but moſt of the Govern- 
ments of Europe were built upon this Foundation, of dividing the Lands 
of the Conquered amongſt the Conquerors; and from hence proceed 
all the Tenures remaining at this day. _ | 


But that I may detain your Honours no longer, I will come to the 


main Deſign of this Paper, which is to ſhew the Folly and ridiculous 
Fallity of an Addreſs, or rather Remonſtrauce made to his Majeſty a- 


gainſt his People, and an Act that He himſelf has given his Royal As- . 


ſeng g ö 
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I am amazed to hear ſome Men in this Country complain of fa- 


vouring the Papiſts, when they know that ſince the Truſtees came 


over, tho ſeveral of them have been tried, and the fulleſt Evidence gi- 


ven againſt them, yet not one has been convicted, The Managers. 
here are ſo implacable againſt your Act, that they would rather their 


mortal Enemies ſhould enjoy their Eſtates, than they ſhould be applied 
to the benefit of the People of England, and to diſcharge thoſe Debts 
that were contracted for their own Deliverance, of which I will give 
ſome Inſtances. JV 

In Michaelmas Term 1699, Jobn Moore Merchant was brought to: 


his Trial in the King's-Bench, for having commanded a Company of 


Foot under the late King James; and tho there were eight Witneſles. 
of undoubted Reputation ſwore it directly againſt him, and the Cri- 
minal ſcarcely denied it, inſomuch that the Judges gave poſitive Di- 
rections to find him Guilty, yet by a Jury of the moſt conſiderable 
Citizens of Dublin ( whereof ſome are Addreſſers) he was found Not 
Guilty. | | 5 | 


Trial at the Kings-Bench Bar, by a Direction of the Truſtees, for- 


Foreign Treaſon: And the Facts plainly proved were, That the Pri- 


ſoner was an Officer, and actually engaged againſt his Majeſty's Forces 
at the Battel of in Piedmont. The Evidence was ſo plain, that 
the Judges directed the Jury to bring him in Guilty; but the Objecti- 


on being made, that the Benefit of the Forfeiture would go to the 


Fruſtees, part of the Jury declared they would not find him Guilty: 
And a Gentleman of great Integrity and Worth being then on the Ju- 


TY, 


In Eaſter Term 1701, Sir Zaurence Edmond was brought to his. 


3 019 
ry, and deſperately ill, and declaring, tho he died, he would not give 
bis erdie, Net Guity, it was comriied to withdraw a Juror ; and 


ſo the Priſoner eſcaped; © 


- 4 : 


Laſt Summer Aſſizes at Cork, John Watſh came on to his Trial, for 


commanding a Foot Company in the Jviſh Army, And tho ten Wit- 
neſſes ſwore againſt him, and he was taken a Priſoner upon the Surren- 
der of Cork, and the Direction of the Court was poſitively to find him 
Guilty, yet the Jury acquitted him. 

There are multitudes of Inſtances of this Kind, too tedious to enu- 
merate; therefore I ſhall only ſay in general, that the Country has 


found every Man not Guilty that has been tried by the Direction of the 


Truſtees; But when our Managers were Jackals to the Grantees, and 


ſhared the Prey with them, then their Indignation ran ſo high againſt 
Popery, that the Methods of the Law, and the known Rules of Juſtice, 


might be tranſgreſſed to bring about the good Work of condemning 
Delinquent Acres. No Age nor Sex could be more exempt from their 
Sentence, than that of Fate. Mrs. Levallin an Infant of three Years 
old, muſt be outlaw'd for Foreign Treaſon. Mrs. Lutterell muſt be 
outlaw'd too, as ſoon as her Husband's Brother got a Grant of the 
Eſtate, out of which a ſmall Portion was appointed for her Jointure. 
Mr, Thomas Euſtace of the County of Kildare, who had ſubmitted to 
his Majeſty and the late Queen, and taken the Benefit of the Decla- 
ration promiſing Pardon, was notwithſtanding Indicted : And altho 


he ſurrendered himſelf to the Sheriff on the Exigent, who thereupon 


returned a Reddidit ſe, yet he was afterwards Outlaw'd. The aid 


Return being altered by Rule of Court, Chamberlain and others were 


committed to Priſon, and by Threats and Dureſs driven to ſign a Pe- 
tition that they might be outlaw?d. Thus like Beavers they gave the 
Hunters their Prey, and then they were ſure the Purſuit would be 


ſtaid. | 


do confeſs the barbarous Treatment they met with from the Jri/h 


in general, and particularly in paſſing an Act in their pretended Parkia- 


ment for attainting many thouſand innocent Proteſtants, without re- 
ſpe& to Age or Sex, will in ſome meaſure juſtify this Retaliation. . But 


it's unaccountable — they can forget their Intereſt, and lay aſide 


their innate Animoſities to the 7-i/h, rather than do Juſtice, when it 

is for the benefit of the only People upon Earth that do or can protect 
RE - ap The Second Article. ? 

| That the Improvers and poor Husbandmen, who by ſeveral Proclamations 


iſſued 
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| ied by your Majeſty's Order, were encouraged and required to betake thems 
j / how 28. 2 to repair the Deſolation wrought by the War, and pre- 
vent a Famine, are by it deprived of all the Benefit of their Labours, and 
the Charges of their Improvements. We 
I ſhould have wholly paſſed over and neglected this Article, as con- 
taining in it nothing either of Moment or Meaning, were it not 
that l thought it here a proper place to. take notice to your Honours - 
how little the Talents of theſe Gentlemen conliſt in Reaſoning, and: 
how much in Blundering, and to ſhew that they have not the leaſt 
- fhare-or proportion of Memory left them to ſupport or alleviate the 
groſs inconſiſtency of their Inventions. z they would not elſe have ſo 
ſoon forgot the Complaint they made in the very next preceding Para- 
graph, of the Papiſts being advantaged by this Act, and immediate] y. 
they themſelves inſert this whole Article in their: favour: for what elſe 
but Papiſts can be here poſſibly underſtood, {ſince theſe. Proclamations. 
were iſſued by his Majeſty, with. reſpect only to ſuch as had born Arms 
againſt him, among whom tliere were very few or no Proteſtants at all? 
Theſe therefore were the only Perſons, who after the Battel.of the 
Boyne were encouraged by the. Proclamations of Finglaſs, &c. to be- 
take themſelves to their Trades and Husbandry, within the Provinces 
and Limits reduced to his Majeſty's Obedience. Now all theſe Tenants 
have the Benefit of thoſe Proclamations ſecured to them by the Act it 
ſelf; ſo that if we conſider theſe. their favourite Popiſh Tenants occu- 
pying the Lands belonging either to Proteſtants or forfeiting Per- 
ons, there is all the Proviſion imaginable. made for their. Security, ſo 
Far are they from loſing the Benefit of their Labours and-Improve- 
ments, molt * talily ſuggeſted, I'might add ridiculouſly; . If your Ho- 
urs could poſſibly entertain a juſt and adequate Notion of what ge- 
nerally paſſes under the name of Improvements in this Kingdom, which 
comes ſo ſhort of what is commonly underſtood by the ſame. Word in 
Englaua, as to amount to no more than putting their Lands into a con- 
Arion of affording them only a bare and neceſſary Subſiſtance; your 
Honours will have ſuitahle Idea's of them-when you ſee the Improve- 
ments made by the Purchaſers themſelves upon their own Demeaſnes, 
their Manlfor-houſes and Seats of Pleaſure; which according to their 
own Bills given in by themſelves to the Truſtees (ſome part whereof 
confiltt- of old Hats, Nails, Compeſts, Sparagraſs, and a multitude 
6f ſuch trifling Items) do not exceed, as lam told, 5500 J. notwith- 
* fanding the clamorous Odtcrys of Oppreſſion and .Injuſtice, where- 
bt * wick they Yeafned-the Ears of the two laſt Parliaments upon this very 


account z : 
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account; and 1 dare ſay theſe Lands are not really advanced one 
thouſand Pounds in their intrinſick Value. DES nn 
Za The Third Article, 
That thoſe who purchaſed under Patentees are generally Proteſtants, who in 
their dealing for thoſe Eſtates acted agreeably to the then known and eſtabliſhr 
| Laws of theſe Kingdoms; Tho now by a Law made ex poſt Facto they find 
themſelves in the Condition of forfriting Perſons, 
This Article relates wholly to: the Purchaſers, who for a little | 
real Mony have bought a great Number of imaginary Titles from the 
Grantees : how far in this matter they have acted according to the 
eſtabliſh'd Laws of their own Country I ſhall not here enquire,ſure lam 
that they acted againſt the known and eſtabliſ?dLaws of common Pru- . 
dence and Diferetion. That they have been notoriouſly guilty of the 
| Breach of this Law 1 ſhall make no ſcruple to affirm z. but how far they 
have knowingly treſpalled againſt the Rules of good Manners, and 
ſubmiffion to their Superiors, again{tthe known and unconteſted Max- 
ims of Juſtice and Equity, by laying their Sacrilegious Hands upon the 
Sacred Treaſury of the Publick, ſer apart and conſecrated by ſo many 
Unanimous Votes and Solemn Addreſles of the Commons of England, 
ratified and confirmed by his Majeſty's moſt Gracious Anſwer and Roy- 
al Promiſes, I ſhall leave to your Honours to judge. RE? : 
Ct The Fourth Article. 8833 5 
That the ill Conſequences of this Ad and the Execution of it do not oni, 
affect the Parchaſers of Forfeitures, but your Majeſty's other Subjects 
who are wholly unconcerned in thoſe Titles, and diſquict the whole Kingdom; 
for ſome of the Truſtees having declared in Court their Opinion, that what 
Land ſoever they [hill think fit to fel, it ſhall be never afterwaras Contro- 
verted, whether that Land was the Eſtate of a forfeiting Perſon, and in Con- 
fequence of that veſted in them by the Ad, but that their Sales, what ſot ver 
they are, are confirmed by the Ad and paſt controul ; Your Majeſty's Subjects 
of this Kingdom- ate ſenſible that if this Opinion prevail, the whole Property of 
Ireland depends upon the Arbitrary Wills of à Majority of - the Truſtees: 
In the foregoing Paragraph, tho they had inſolentiy libelled your 
Honours, together with his Majeſty and the Right Honovrable the 
Houſe of Lords, as gvilty of Cruelty and Injuſtice, yet they mult not 
{top there: for were a particular Inquiry made who-were real ſuf- 
erers by the Act, and the Execution of, tit | dare ſay if you take out 
of the Number thoſe whom the deſire of an overreaching Bargain drew - 
in to be Purchaſers, there would not be found enough to fill a Stage. 
Coach from Cbeſter. But Clamour-is the Defign; and NT ny 00 1 
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the Inſtruments ;z therefore by this Paragraph the whole Kingdom muſt. 

be alarmed, the Conſequences af the Act, and the Execution of it do 
not only affect the Purchaſers of Forfeitures, but your Majeſty's other 
Subjects, who are wholly unconcerned in theſe Titles, and diſquiet the 


whole Kingdom. I now begin to gueſs at the Penman of this Libel, 


for there is a Gentleman who knows enough of the Law to ſee the dan- 


ger of ſetting his Hand to ſuch a Paper as this, and has pleaded his Sta- 


tion to excuſe him from doing it: That this Gentleman is diſquieted 
all the Judges of this Kingdom know full well, who have often heard 
him in Seaſon and out of Seaſon leave off declaiming for his Client, to 
Exclaim and Cry out very bitterly againſt the Act. None of the true 


Prophets of old, or the falſe ones of late did ever lift up their Voices 


higher againſt the Iniquity of old or new Babylon, than this Gentleman 


againſt the Tyranny, Oppreſſion andInjuſtice of the Parliament of Eng- 


land. And he has got ſome few Followers who may be known by their 


quawling: But ſurely the whole Kingdom has no need to be diſquieted; 


yes he will have them ſo, for ſome of the Truſtees having declared in 


Court their Opinion, that what Land ſoever they ſhall think fit to ſell ſhall 
newer be controverted, whether that Land was the Eſtate of a Forfeiting Per- 


ſon, and in Conſequence of that veſted by them in the Ai But that their 
Sales, whatſoever they are, are Confirmed by the AG and paſt Controul. 
The words Iam told were not ſpoken in Judicature, but upon this Oc- 
caſion: The King's Solicitor being in the Court of Claims, officiouſly 
moved the Point, whether if Lands were ſold by the Truſtees, it could 
be made a Queſtion afterwards in any other Court whether thoſe 
Lands were veſted in them, and ſo the Title of the Purchaſer be liable 
to be defeated ; and he did then as often before deliver his Opinion 
Magiſterially that the Sale was not Concluſive. Some of the Gentlemen 


on the Bench were aſtoniſhed to ſee the King's Advocate prove a Coun- 


cil againſt the Publick; and having Reaſon to believe that it was his 
deſign by ſuch Speeches to render the Titles under the Act doubtful 
and hazardous, and ſo deter People from Purchaſing, they read to 


him the Words of the Act to convince him to Demonſtration that the 


Sales were binding. Iam the more aſlured that the Reaſons offered by 
the Truſtees were convincing, ſince I ſee the matter revived again; 
for as many of the Addreſſers as Iam acquainted with are ſo angry 
with the Truſtees for the ſake of the AQ, that they have no Reverence 
for their Authority, but out of fear of their Power: Tis plain then 
the Reſentment of this Paragraph runs againſt the Act. | 
Could 1 obtain the favour, I would deſire the Addreſſers to tell me 


their 


„ =— 
their reaſon; Is it becauſe the Powers given in this particular are un- 
reaſonable, or new ? They muſt be weaker much than 1 took them to 
be, if they can imagine the Parliament of England will take Peoples 
Mony for-Lands in Ireland, and leave it afterwards to them (who once 
fancied theſe Lands their own) to determine whether the Purchaſers un- 
der the Act have a Right to them. If your Honours will be pleaſed 
to repeal the Clauſe here complain'd of, and redreſs this one Griey- 
ance, I'll anſwer for the Addreſſers that they will give up all the reſt ; 
For I know them ſo well, they will not ſuffer the veſting Clauſe to do 
them any. harm. The Wolves heretofore deſired a Peace with the 
Sheep, and inſiſted but on one ſmall Article, viz, that the Sheep ſhould 
ſend away their Dogs. The Confirmation of the Sales is the Purcha- 
ſers main Security; this the wiſe Legiſlators were aware of, and have 
provided ſo well for it, that none but thoſe whom avarice of their 
| Neighbours Land, and an Ambition to lord it over all that are about 
them hare blinded, can doubt of their Intention. | | P 
But ſince Providence has ſo framed things, that the moſt miſchievous 
Creatures have leaſt Cunning, and that theſe Addreſſers have thus be- 
tray'd their weak Hopes, your Honours will ſurely take the Hint from, 
them to declare your ſenſe in plainer words, if your Wiſdom can find 
out any, for the Security, Quiet and Repoſe of the Purchaſers. Full as 
large Powers were commited to the Commiſſioners who executed the 
Act of Settlement, and l believe it was never made a doubt whether 


they had Power to judg what Lands were veſted. But there is a main : 


difference between theſe two Acts as to the Addreſſers, for by the Act 

of Settlement they enjoy the Lands ſet out by the Parliament of Eng- 
land to their Anceſtors ; by the Act of Reſumption other Lands are ta- 
ken from them, who either beg'd or bought them for an inconſiderable 
Price, from thoſe who had at beſt but a precarious Title, and reſtored: 
them to ſuch who are to give the ſame valuable Conſiderations for 
them, that the Addreſſers Anceſtors gave for theirs under the Act of 


Settlement. 


But it muſt not be thought that Men of their profound Heads can 
be ſo angry without ſome Reaſon. Here comes a weighty one, Tour 
_ AMzajeſtys Subjects of this Kingdom are ſenſible that if this Opinion prevail, 
the whole Property of Ireland depends upon the arbitrary Will of a Majority of 
the Truſtees, How ſen/ible his Majeſty's Subjects of ireland are, will I hope 
appear to the World by better Proof than this Addreſs; but really I 
confeſs I don't underſtand what is meant by Arbitrary Will Arbitrary 
Power, is indeed to be underſtood, but the force of Arbitrary when ad- 


ded: 
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ded to Will which is the ſame thing I cannot perceive; the Addreſlers 
will have a terrible Word, and they are not ſure, but apply it as the 
will, it may do Execution, why not as well as Traguc's Gun off. | 
whether charged or not? But it is a poor Task to criticize on an /ri/h 
Addreſs, and yet if you take the Word ( Arbitrary) out of this Sen- 
rence, no Senſe will remain; for then no more is ſaid, but that the 
Parliament has made the Truſtees Judges of Mens Properties, and 
therefore all thoſe Properties are ſubje& to their Judgment. This 
is wonderfully ſurprizing, and enough to diſquiet the whole King- 

dom. | „„ 

But tho they can't expreſs themſelves, they would be underſtood to 
mean, That the Power of judging of Mens Properties being committed to 
the Truſtees, Men are afraid that they are unſafe in their Poſſeſſions : That 
this Act was necellary to be made, and this Power to be given by 
the Act, has been proved already. The Grievance then (if any) muſt 
be that theſe Gentlemen are made Truſtees ; my Acquaintance is but 

with few of them, and I knew not above three of them before I left 
England. But the Honourable Way of their being appointed makes 
me believe them as fit for that Truſt as any can be; becauſe l know 
not any Perſons fitter to name them, than the Honourable Repreſenta- 
tives of the People of England; and the Choice is juſtified beyond Ex- 
. ception, in that the Addreſlers (who are as - vigilant as Envy) have 
not charged them with any Misbehaviour'in particular, tho in many 
parts of this Addreſs they complain of the Execution of the Act in 


general. : | 
Ate The Fifth Article. X 

That the Power given to the Truſtees is ſo Arbitrary and Unlimited, That 
all Perſons under Colour of Diſcoveries, or upon ſome other Pretences, are 
liable to be ſummoned to appear before them, and to attend their Pleaſure. 

The Addreſſers are not yet out of their Fright, for they ſay, The 
Power given to the Truſtees is ſo Arbitrary and Unlimited, that all Perſons 
under Colour of Diſcovertes, or other Pretences, are liable to be ſummoned to 
appear before them, and to attend their Pleaſure, This Paragraph was 
added for Ornament, for it has the leaft weight in it of any thing 1 
ever ſaw, Could any Men but theſe complain, that Commiſſioners 
appointed by Parliament to enquire into what would be induſtrioufly 
-. concealed, ſhould have Power given them to compel People to anſwer 

proper Queſt ions; and that a Court which is to judg upon Proof, fhould 
be authorized to ſummon Witneſſes ? This Power is neceſſarily inci- 
dent to ſucha Commillion, and would have been good by Implication. 


The 
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The Inquirer, and he from whom the Anſwer to the Enquiry is ex- 
: d, are Relatives. Theſe Gentlemen ſeem to me, to have copi- 
ed the Bull of their Countrymen, who ſaid his Mother was barren ; 
but perhaps they mean the Hardſhip is, that Perſons ſhould appear be- 
fore and attend them. This indeed would be a learned Debate, whe- 
ther the Witneſſes ſhould go to the Court, or the Court go to the 
Witneſſes? There is an excellent Precedent to this purpoſe to be 
found in the Argument of the Grave-Diggers in Hamlet. Your Ho- 
nours may think this too ridiculous to be intended, yet (I am credibly 
informed) a late eminent Council dignified with more Titles than one, 
argued it ſolemnly at the Xings-Bench-Bar, That the Truſtees had no 
Power to ſend for a Man out of Priſon, becauſe they might go to the 
Priſon themſelves, and the Goaler was bound by the Act to let them 
in. Now [ find this Argument was framed at a Conſultation, and I 
pretty well gueſs who fat Preſident. Were it my Buſineſs to ſay any 
thing on behalf of the Truſtees, I would thank the Addreffers for this 
Paragraph; for there cannot be a greater Complement paid them, 
than after they have been executing the Act for near two Years, to 
complain of an unlimited Power given them by it, and not to ſhow 
one Inſtance of their Abuſe of that Power. But I am for my 
ſelf and my poor ſuffering Brethren ; ſo Pll go on to the next Para- 


graph. 3 
ORE The Sixth Article. 
That this Ad is a great Diſcouragement to Proteſtant Proprietors to lay 
out Money on Improvements, upon account of the Uncertainty of Title te 
Eſtates here, it being conſtrued not only to ſubject Titles eſtabliſhed by Fudg- 
ments and Decrees of the Higheſt Courts of Law and Equity here to the Ex- 
amination of the Truſtees, but in expreſs Terms defeats a Title confirmed by 
an Ad of a Parliament, legally convened and held under your Majeſty within 
this Kingdom. | . 
If by this Article they did not wholly caſt off and diſown all man- 
ner of Subjection and Dependance upon England, they could not 
think it either matter of Wonder or Complaint, that the ſupreme Le- 
giſlature ſhould eſtabliſh a Judicature, with Power to rehear and reex- 
amine the Judgments and Decrees of any other Courts whatſoever, 
and not only ſuch as were given or pronounced by Judges and ordinary 
RE but by an Act of Parliament it ſelf, tho never fo legally 
held and convened even in England, and much more in a dependent 
and ſubordinate Province. In anſwer therefore to that notable Sug- 
geſtion concerning the Uncertainty of Titles, I ſhall only ask — 
. | | 0 We- 
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whether they think it not a ſafer and better aſcertained Title that is- 
purchaſed under the higheſt Authority of an Engliſh Statute, than un- 
der the Grantees or an Act of an 1[r;/bþ Parliament? If this be a Point 
too intricate and knotty for their Cloudy Conceptions either to an- 
ſwer or comprehend, I ſhall leave it to their own Experience to con- 
vince them of their Folly. . 
The Seventh Article is anſwered before with the Firſt. 
nh ee 
Mae are perſmaded that the Parliament of England were in no ſort appriſed, 
either of the Hardſhip or dangerous Conſequence of this Af, and are ſenſible 
that the whole AG is grounded upon Groſs Miſinformations giuen them con- 
cerning the Value of the Forfeitures, which were repreſented by the Perſons in- 
wuſted with that Enquiry, to be at four times the value of what they will be 
found to amount to. We will not affirm that this was done wilfully, or to 
Joe private Ends. But we muſt ſay, and can make it plain beyond denial, 
that all Proofs offered to them in their Enquirys, tho newer ſo plain and evident, 
were diſregarded and rejected, when they tended to leſſen the Value of the For- 
feitures, and deprive them of a Handle for making their exorbitant Report, 
This Article relating altogether to the Truſtees,or rather to the for- 
mer Commiſſioners of Inquiry, I waited on one of them, and ſhewed 
him this part ofthe Addreſs, who aſſured me that there was not the 
leaſt colour of Truth in this mighty Accuſation ; he told me the Methods 
the Commiſſioners took upon their former Inquirys, were to extract out 
of the ſeveral Grants and Inquilitions, the Denominations, and Quan- 
tities of the forfeited Lands, and then they threw them into Counties 
and Boroughs, and took a Circuit through the whole Kingdom, and exa- 
miĩned on Oath to the Values of all the Lands within each Barony, and had 
all theLands found by Inquiſition and what paſt inPatent been forfeited, 
which were all valued and computed in the Report, he aſlured me they. 
would have fully anſwered their utmoſt Valuation; and he gave me ſe- 
veral inſtances of great quantities of Lands included in Grants, and not 
forfeited, or by this Act veſted in the Truſtees, particularly 13000 Acres 
were paſt in the Duke of York's Patent, and was no part of the private 
Eſtate or ever in poſſeſſion ; and that he believed near ro0000 Acres 
might ſtand upon the ſame Foot, ſo that what Errors they committed 
were from matters of Record ; and that after Deductions made for what 
is taken out of the Truſt by Clauſes in the AR, and by allowance of 
Claims, they could not even at this day make a better calculation of the 
Value of the forfeited Lands, than what is contained in that Exorbi- 
tant Report here complain d of, The Addreſſers, ſaid he, need * by 
| 5 oaſte 
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boaſted in the latter part of this Clauſe, That they cond make it Bain te. 
youd denial, that all Proof s offered to them in their Ingairies, tho never ſo plain 
and evident, were diſregarded and rejected, when they tended to leſſen the 
Value of the Forfeitures, and deprive them of a Handle for making their exor- 
bitant Report. *Tis true, the Agents for theGrantces did bring in theirſeve- 
ral Rent-Rolls,and offer'd all the proofs they could to leſſen the Forfei- 
tures, which were diſregarded and rejected, they chuſing rather to rely on 
the Oaths of the Tertenants and a View of the Lands, than believe 
thoſe whoſe Intereſt it was to deceive them; and had ſuch their Proofs 
prevailed, your Honours had indeed been impoſed upon, for the Truſ- 
tees generally ſpeaking have let the Lands for about double the Rent 
theſe honeſt Agents brought them in at, and yet the Lands are gene- 
rally thought to be much under- let at this day. | ; = £062 vn 

| N The Ninth Article. | © 

And we muſt add, that the Expences to which this Kingdom bath already been 
put in Attendance upon the Truſtees, with Council, Witneſſes, in Fees to 
their Officers, &c. the Salaries of the Truſtees themſelves, and of near Re- 
lations to ſome of them, and other Perſons put into Imployments, with great 
Allowances under them, with other Charges, which the Ad bath” occa zoned 
to this Kingdom, is caſt up, will exceed the utmoſt that the AF even as nom 
executed can produce Such a Sum might without Grievance or Complaint 
bave been laid equally on the Forfeitures in Ireland, and thereby the Publick 
might have received ſome Benefit, and this Kingdom not have groaned under 
a Burden, which nothing but the laſt Neceſſity forces her to complain of in 
this manner: ſomething F this kind may yet be done, tho not near to what might 
bave been, before the Country was ſo impoveriſht by means of the ax. 

This Article, like the laſt, relates only to the Truſtees ; and therefore 
I ſhall only obſerve in a few words to your Honours, what occurs to me 
as a Perſon unconcerned, and very little une with the executive 
Part of this Act. As to the Salariesof the Truſtees and their Officers, 
I find they are all to be defrayed out of the Produce of the Forfeiture: 
themſelves, and therefore it is no lefs weakly than maliciouſly offere: 5 
as a grievance to the Nation, ſeparate and diſtinct from the A& it ſelf : 
for ſince the Revenues of the Forfeited Lands are to be diſpoſed of to 
_ the uſe of the Publick, it is all one to Ireland which way or to what per- 

ſons they are diſtributed; and as to the Fees paid to their Officers, 5 
1 have been informed they are much more moderate than in any of the 
other Principal Courts of Record in this Kingdom; neither do the Of- 
ficers receive them to their own uſe, or of the Troff: es, but they arg 
as much returned upon account to 28 the Incòùme of m For- 
E181 2 | feited 
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feited Eſtates, If the Salaries allow'd to their Officers ſnduld be 
thought greater than they well deſerve, the Remedy will be very ea- 
ſy and obvious, ſince I find by the: Act that their Mony is only advanced 
to them by way of Impreſt: . But it ſeems to me a feeble Effort of 
their Spleen and Envy, to accuſe. them of yo myth few of their 
Relations under them, and ſuch who are no way defective either in 
Ability, Diligence, or Integrity, the want of which. Qualifications 
ought to be the only Obſtacles in matters of this Nature. It is there- 
fore no ſur prize that a commendable and laudable Endeavour to pro- 
vide for the Advancement of a near Relation, ſnould be here repre- 
ſented as a Vice, ſince one of the chief Promoters of this Addreſs has: 
been ſo notorious for the neglect of his Duty in this- particular, who 
by his Dexterity in managing the Forfeitures has advanced himſelf to, 

a very conſiderable Eſtate, yet can ſcarcely find in his Heart to allow 
his own Father (to ſay nothing of his other Relations) ſo much as a 
comfortable Subſiſtance, he being obliged to; ſell Ale for his Liveli- - 
.  hdod:: | | 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the latter part of this Article, 
which ſeems to me ſo very extraordinary and unaccountable, that 
know not whether it will more work upon and excite. your Honours 
if Laughter or Deteſtation ; for their. Inſolence and Ignorance ſeem to 
1 be. here outvying one another, and contending for the Superiority, 
iÞ They. think fit to let your Honours know, that. tho they would have 
1 formerly been content to ſuſter an equal Impoſition to be laid upon the 
1 Forfeitures, which muſt without doubt have been in proportion only to 
1 the inconſiderable Values ony had formerly returned to the Grantees, 
1 aud moſt impudently impoſed on his Majeſty, your Honours muſt. not 
11 now expect ſo fayourable Terms of Compoſition with them; and that 
1 | the Articles of Peace and amicable Agreement are now very much 
altered, ſince they have been ſo impoveriſh'd by means of the Act. 

wr. would] fain ſee the Man in England, who does but conſider that 

eſe Addreſſers-are now no more concerned in the Propriety of theſe 
Eſtates, than the Forfeiting Perſans themſelves, who would not burſt - 
out. into the utmoſt degree of Merriment, to ſee the. pragmatical Im- 
pertinence of this Propoſal tendred to- the King and Parliament by 
theſe Trinculco's, and fantaſtick Vice-Roys, . theſe errant · Sanobo Pan- 
ook Sung * Squire-like Gavernaurs .. of their wild and. inchanted I- 

' How would Democritus laugh to ſee People bartering and driving a + 
hard Bargain with the Parliament for what belongs entirely to — 
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\ ſelves, accuſing them of Severity, if not Injuſtice, for taking away 


fo much of their own? It puts me in mind of a Story of a Highway- 
man that ſet up for a great deal of Conſcience ; and as he and his Com 
panion were rifling an unfortunate Traveller, he was ever and anon 
reproving his Companion for Hardſhips done to the Captive, and ask- 
ed him if he had no Conſcience ? At laſt when the Work was-finiſhed, 


the poor deſpoiled Traveller addreſt himſelf to his courteous: Robber 
for ſome ſmall Part of what was but very lately his own, to bear his 


Charges to his Journeys end, The good natur d Thief readily com- 
plied, and held out a Hat to him filled with his own Spoils, and bad him 
take as much as he pleaſed : The poor Traveller ſurprized with the 
Favour, greedily thruſt both his Hands into the Hat, and drew them 


out laden with Money: Which as ſoon as the conſcientious Thief eſpi- 


ed, he held up his Fiſt at him, and ſwore at him for a Rogue, and 
ſaid, Have you no more Conſcience ? In what an unrighteous Age are 

we fallen, where a Parliament is ſo unconſcionable as to reſume ſo- 
much of their own? But I ſhall now conſider the Concluſion of this 


| Addreſs. - 


The Concluſion. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty to ſuffer us upon this Oceaſion to af 
ſure your Majeſty tbat your Proteſtant Subjects of this Kingdom are ſo. ſen- 
ſable of the unexpreſſible Favours they haue receiv d from your. Majeſty, and 


of your tender Care of them, that nothing. can ever ſhake- their Faitb and 
Duty to your Majeſty ; and that whatſoever the Malice of their Enemys may, 


for private Ends and ill Deſigns, ſuggeſt to the contrary, no Inducement © 
whatſoever can prevail with them to eudeavour to make, or ſo much as to © 
wiſh themſelves independent of, or not ſubje& to the Crown of England > 


And that none of = Majeſty's Subjects of any of your Dominions will, up- 


on all Occaſians, ſhow.a more forward and ready Zeal to maintain and de- 


fend, againſt all Oppoſers whatſoever, your ' Majeſty's Sqared Perſon and Go- 


vernment, the Proteſtant Religion, the Laws, Liberty, and the Rights 


of the Crownof England, than your Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects of Ire- - 


land. 
This Paragraph is the laſt, and it muſt needs be ſo, for now the 
whole Plot is diſcovered; . and the Penman got to the higheſt Pitctr 
of Frontleſs Inſolence ; the whole Aim of the Libel is elearly open- + 

ed, and it is to inſinuate to his Majeſty, That the Parliament is rifling 
the Frerogative, and ſtripping; the Gromrn , 
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their Service to chaſtiſe them for ſo doing. But his Majeſty is above 
ſuch little Flatteries, and theſe half-witred Stateſmen cannot fathom 
the Genius of a Hero. Indeed one would think that this Act and the 

Execution of it had ſo diſquieted their Minds, that they had loft all 
manner of Underſtanding: Tho there is one thing in it falls out very 
luckily for them, which I dare ſay they did not think of; the Po- 
verty and Miſery which they repreſent in one Part of the Addreſs, 
renders them ſo deſpicable, that they may hope by being ſo low, to 
eſcape the juſt Reſentment of the Parliament; and the want of Under- 
ſtanding which appears through the whole is ſo great, that it will not 
be conſiſtent with any Law to puniſh them. But who knows what may 
be done by tbe Malice of thoſe Enemies, who ſuggeſt, That they would en- 


deavour to make themſelves Independent of the Crown of England ? What 


fantaſtical lmaginations theſe poor Men have! Can any Rational Man 


believe, that the King, who from his Acceffion to the Crown has been 


the Spring, and has given the Motion to'a great Confederacy entred 
into for the Liberty of Europe, could ever let down his Thoughts ſo 
low, as to conſider whether theſe Addreſſers wiſh'd to be Independant 
of the Crown of England ? - 

A Roman Senator, whoſe extraordinary Knowledg as well as Care 
of the Affairs of the Publick, made him known and eminent, was 
met in the Street by one whoſe Name and Face he was unacquainted 
with, and with much Importunity deſired to give him a Hearing, while 
he cleared himſelf of a Miſrepreſentation made of him and his Acti- 
ons, when he was in Gaul. The Senator replied, I proteſt Sir, I ne- 
verſo much-as once heard that you had been in Gaul. 8 8 


I ſhould now leave off to trouble your Honours with the Inſolence 
and Folly of theſe Addreſſers, but that I ſaw the Addreſs when it 
came recommended to me with a Circulatory Letter, which was ſent 
to all the Counties of Ireland, which I muſt crave leave to lay before 
your Honours, vx. , 5 9285 xc 
5 Dublin, Decemb. 23, 1701. 

Gentlemen, a 1 5 | 
ns 8 IS the Opinion of our Friends in England, who have an Opportunity 
to make the beſt Judgment of Things, that if the King be rightly VN 
plied to, it muy be in his Majeſties Power to procure us a Relaxation of the. 
Grievances, which the Act of Neſumption has brought upon us. They there- 


fore 


(13) : 
ore bave taken Care to meet frequently to conſult of proper Methods, and 
have imparted their Thoughts to us. We have followed their Advice, and 
have maae it our Buſineſs to have the Senſe of the Nobility and Gentry here 
concerning the ſame Affair. The Reſult of all the Conſultations both there 
aud here, and our wianimous Opinion is, that the beſt and indeedonly Way, 
is for all the Counties in this K ingdom to repreſent our Grievances, and im- 
Plore his Majeſties Favour and Aſſi ſtan qe. 


* 
* 


The Parchment encloſed, is the Tenour of all the Addreſſes that we have 
ſens to other Places That which we intreat from you, and our good Friends 
of your County (as we bave from Worthy Gentlemen and true Lovers of 
their Country, in all other Counties of Ireland) is, That you will with all 
your Intereſt, recommend this Addreſs at the next Quarter Seſſions 1, the ea- 
ſieſt aud moſt conciſe Method will be to have it read publickly, and ſigned 
by the Fuſtices of the Peace, Grand Fury, Clergy, Gentlemen and Free- 
bolders of your County. When it is ſent up hitber (which pray do with all 
Expedition) due Care ſhall be taken to have it ſent and preſented to bis Ma- 
;jieſty by acceptable Hands; the Service you will do your Country, and | the 
Obligations you will lay on the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, will be % 
great, that "twill be needleſs to ſay by way of Incitement to you, that Jour 
Care in this Affair will greatly oblige, e, 


_— - _ Your Affectionate Friends and Seryants. - 
Aeatb C.S. E. Butler. D 
Inchiquin. H. Davis. Ed. Vingſield. 
, RE SDS 
Bleſſington. J. Topbam. ' Tho, 48. 
H. Titehborn. Art. Saen. Dav. Brigbtone. 
Gul. Hamilton. Jo. Dills. Vm. Connolly, © © 
J. Davies. J. Ormſley. M. Cog bill. 
Ed. Braſier. H. Weſtenra. S. Dopping. 
K. Adaire. Vn. Crow. C. Campbell. 
J. Corry, Jo. Davis. D. -. © 
Iſ. Advehl, Tho. Burdett. Kd. Omen. 
Tho. Carr. Da. Bryen. Jo. Winſtanley: . 
He. Tenniſon, AM. Bridges. Geo. Mereſield. 
Tho. Burdett. 5 R. Fohnſon. Wo 


D. Brien. © B. Townley. 0 | 
' Poſtſcript. At ſoon as you have got this ſigned, let it be returned to 
- Marmaduke Coghill and William Connolly Eſquires, who will tate care 
to tranſmit it to proper Perſons in England to preſent it to the King. * : 
| * 


—— P— 
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Who thoſe Friends of theirs in England are, your Honours may-ea- 
. fily find, and puniſh them too when found; they do not appear (as I 
believe they will by the Model of them at this fide of the Water) too 
' i little for your Reſentment. The reſult of all their Conſidera- 
10 tions both there and here lie now before your Honours in this match- 
$i leſs Addreſs. But the unanimous Opinion of the Gentlemen on this 
vi ſide of the Water, that all the Counties of Ireland ſhould lay their 
_ Grievances open in the preſcribed. Form, is as ridiculous, as if all 
Vf ſhould complain they were Maritime or all Inland Counties; for in 
1 ſome Counties not an Acre is forfeited, or any Man concerned in the 
1 Forfeitures, nor have they heard of the diſquieting Doctrine in the 
F 4tb Article of the Addreſs ; and I have been informed that in ſome 
1 Counties, the Promoters of it had not Intereſt enough to get it ſigned, | 
| and in others not ſo much as to get it. propoſed. 
J The reſt of the Letter contains nothing but ſweetning Words to in- 
1 veigle Subſcribers, ſuch as our good Friends of your Country, that they 
Who do this are worthy Gentlemen and true Lovers of their Country. The 
{ Subſcribing is called the Service you will do your Country, If 1 was not 
1 reſolved to the contrary, this would move me to Indignation, to ſee 
it i thoſe Sacred Arguments prophaned to ſuch impious uſes. ls it ſervice 


to your Country to endeavour to exempt it from the Legiſlature and "" 
5 | Lawsof England ; your Obedience to which is the ſmall Return they 
il expect for their expenſive Protection and Preſervation of you? Are 
I: 2 you good Friends to your Country, when in complaiſance to a few in- 
ot conſiderate Perſons, inriched with the Spoils of the Publick, but fret- 
ted to Skin and Bone with the Diſappointment of their Hopes of yet 
greater Acquiſitions, you join with them in ſuch petulant Reſentments 
as may provoke the Power of England to forſake or puniſh it ? This is 
ſo groſs, that but few can be impoſed upon by it, and therefore I pre- 
ſage many a Skin of Parchment will be loſt upon this Occaſion. 
The Poſtſcript is ſhort, but deſerves a longer Remark than I can 
give it, I deſire the Gentleman's leave to make a ſmall Amendment; in- 
ſtead of (as ſoon as, &c.) I would have it (if you can get, &c.) That 
will be more modeſt, and the Diſappointment not cauſe ſo much 
Laughter: when it is ſigned it is to be ſent to M. C. or . C. 
who will take care to tranſmit it to proper Hands in England. One ot = x 
thoſe Gentlemen I don't know, but I gueſs his Name is made choice 
of to countenance the other, of whom if I did not make ſome Rela- 
tion, ſeveral Expreſſions in this Paper might ſeem harſh and ſeverc, 
but when compared with the Merits of the Man, muſt be judged _ 
| ils er 


der and merciful; and I ſhall the rather do 1 that your Honours 
by knowing who promoted this Libel, may ſee the End aimed at by i 
and the Motives to it: He is one, whom Fortune in a frolickſom = 
has raiſed from the loweſt of the People, to make him equal in Eſtate 
with the Peers of the Realm. When his: Majeſty obtained his Glo- 
rious Victory at the. Boyne, this Man could not reckon of his own. 
as many Pounds as he does Thouſands now; his yearly Expences have 
from that time exceeded his viſible Acquiſitions ; his manner of liv- 
ing was ſo profuſe, that he got Followers, and was ſtiled Prince 
Conelly. Add, he has not only been adored by the Baſe and Vulgar, but 
he has been ſo honoured and careſſed by Men of Station and Figure, 
that he has had the ſawcy Haughtineſs to inſult one of his Majeſties 
Judges of Aſſize on the Bench, and to tell him, Ie ſhould come that - 
Circuit no more. Nay, ſuch Reverence is paid to Wealth (however 
gotten) that at the Hearing of a great Cauſe lately in the Court of - 
Chancery, where a Debate aroſe in what County an Iſſue ſhould be tri- 
ed, the Event of which would diſpoſe of a noble Eſtate; one of the 
firſt within the Bar, ſignally ready to ſerve this Childleſs Man, told 
the Court, that he muſt except to about five Counties, becauſe this 
Man was Agent in the Cauſe for the oppoſite Party, and had by his 
Merit juſtly procured to himſelf ſuch Intereſt in thoſe Countys, that 
his Clients could not with ſafety conſent to have a Trial in any of 
them. What unhappy Speakers are Men that are paſſionate; and how 
unlucky is a forced and unreaſonable Complement ! Tis a new way of 
proving a Man's Merit, to ſay that where he is Agent ina Cauſe, he 
will uſe all his Intereſt to ſway and corrupt a jury. The Diſereet and 
Upright gazed at this glittering Meteor, and admired from what un- 
diſcover?d Mme he had raiſed ſo much Riches: But now the Myſtick - 
Knot. is untied, the Commiſſioners for enquiring into the Forfeitures . 
opened the Scene, and the Truſtees have ſet him in a true Light. When 
he had Power given him to ſell an Eſtate, he took 25061. for the pur 
chaſe, and would have but 2000], mentioned in the Conveyance. 
Theſe things are owned, and this is called Experience in Buſineſo; but 
there is a much fouller Fact than this proved upon him, which I am per- 
fwaded he would own too, if the Fear of Puniſhment affected him no 
more than the Guilt does. | OT 
A A miſerable Wretch (aue Parker) had a Claim for ten or eleven 
thouſand Pounds before the Truſtees, on the Eſtate of the late Earl : 
of Tyrconnel. Upon the Hearing it appeared there was a forged Deed, 
a forged Will, a feigned Death and Purial, and indeed nothing real 
ß + 7, E in 
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ment of England ought not to make Laws for them. If ſuch Preten- 
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in the whole Matter, but that there was ſuch a Man as the Lord Tyr- 
connel ; and there are the Lands claimed. This Claim was diſmiſt, 


5 * 


Paxher ſentenced to pay the Penalty bf Ten thouſand Pounds, and the 


Witneſſes ordered to be proſecuted; and they were accordingly af- 
ter ward found guilty of Perjury. This was by all eſteemed a bold 


Effort of Villany, and held to be too great to be contriv'd and car- 
ried on by that deſpicable Miſcreant alone; ſome Abettors he muſt 


certainly have, but as yet no body could ſuſpect who they were. A 
ſhort while after an Accident threw Parker's Papers into the Hands of 
the Truſtees, and ſo it was diſcovered that this Man ſolicited and car- 


ried on the Claim; and that the whole Benefit of it except three or 


four thouſand Pounds was to accrue to him: this I was told appear- 
ed to the Truſtees upon a private Examination, and that they came to 
a Reſolution about it. But this Man inſiſting vpbn his Innocence, 
obtain'd of the Truſtees a publick Hearing. The Day appointed for 
it came, and Crouds flocked to the Court, and the whole Country 
ſeemed as much concerned as if that Day's Tryal was to decide all the 
Rights and Properties of the People of Ireland. My Curioſity led me 
thither too, and I ſtaid full twelve Hours whilſt the Cauſe was in agi- 
tation: I am not able to ſum up the Particulars of the Evidence; but 
upon the whole, out of many of his own and Parker's Letters, out of 
the Draughts of Deeds drawn by his deareſt Friend, out of the Deeds 
executed by himſelf, and out of the forged Deeds and Wills it ap- 
peared as evident as Light. And the Truſtees J am told were unani- 
mouſlly of Opinion, that he was Party and Privy to the Claim, and 
was to receive the greateſt part of the Benefit of it if allow'd. 


5 And now ſince the Labours of my Youth, and the Support of my 
-Age were attempted to be taken from me, by ſuch as I have late- 


ly deſcribed, I may be allow'd to be warm in the defence of it, and 


—zealous in this Cauſe. When I ſpeak of the Addreſſers, I mean not 


all that ſign either the Addreſs or Letter, for I have ſhewed before 
by what Means moſt of them were prevaiPd upon; and much leſs 
would I be underſtood to intend all the Gentlemen of Ireland When I 
uſe more general Expreſſions, I declare only againſt thoſe whoſe Hands 
have been deep in the Publick Mony; and when called upon by a Par- 
liament in England to give up only what is left of it, trump up a wild 
Fancy of their own, and draw in other innocent Perſons to the ſame 
Opinion, ſtiling it for the Liberty of the Country, that the Parlia- 


Ces 
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ces as theſe would hold, all Offenders would plead to the Juriſdiction 


of the Court that was to try them. Ireland is a Country that as well 
deſerves Eſteem as moſt in the World: The Clime is temperate, the 
Soil fruitful, and the Rivers commodious: Its Inhabitants, the Pro- 
teſtants (I ſpeak it by experience) are diligent and laborious to get an 


Eſtate, and generous and genteel in the uſe of it. Their Addreſs and 


Converſation is courteous and modeſt ; and upon the whole, both the 


Country and People are ſuch as I would chuſe, and I am fully reſolv'd 


my Debentures ſhall procure me Lands for my own Tilling. It can't 
be thought then that any of the hard Expreſſions in this Paper ſhould 


relate to them ; I mean none by it but thoſe who have withdrawn their 


Allegiance to the Laws of England, by ſetting up the weak Doctrine 
of Independency ; the moſt conſiderable Part of the Nation having 


diſclaimed ſuch an abſurd Opinion, by being humble Suitors to you, 


amidſt your own weighty and immediate Concerns, to make Laws for 


them, once to declare the late King James's pretended Parliament here 


to be a Rebellious Aſſembly, and to reſtore Corporations to their 
Charters evicted from them by Quo Warranto, or otherwiſe: And 


at another time, that Papiſts ſhould be incapable to ſit in either 


Houſe of Parliament, and that none but Proteſtants ſhould be quali- 
fied for the Bench or Bar. This is a Country that every way 
deſerves your tender Care, as being certain to improve under it, and 


which will repay with large Increaſe, whatever Cultivating is beſtow'd 


upon it. I don't deny, but that the firſt Care of the Body Politick is 
due to the Heart and Vitals, but from thence the Aliment is to be diſtri- 
buted to the more remote Parts. I know your Juſtice js ſuch, that you 
will make no Laws that ſhall ſeem burdenſome to this Country ; but 
when it is either neceſſary, or the Conveniency evident under your Go- 
vernment, then we ſhall be ſafe and happy, and you powerful. 


FINIS. 
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